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(Summary) 

 

Georgian everyday life is highly tied up with the rich religious traditions 

that have been developed as a result of the centuries-long synthesis of pre-Christian 

and Christian practices and worldviews. The Soviet period caused the 

fragmentation of the traditional religious knowledge and the practice moved to the 

household level and was paganized. In the post-Soviet period, the burst of religious 

sentiments and search for identity increased the involvement of big masses to 

religious practices. The transformations were accompanied by a process of 

individualization of religion, which has led to a change of forms of religiosity. 

Based on the ethnographic data of East Georgia, the article discusses the 

correlation of the normative, vernacular and resistant forms of religiosity. 

Historical-comparative and parallel analyses are used to research two examples of 

religious practice: Lomisoba and Berikaoba. Lomisoba is analyzed as an example 

of hybrid, massive, collective holiday. Berikaoba is more local, not connected to a 

sacred site, performative festival. It is argued that the contemporary processes are 

having an impact on the religiosity and the religiosity of certain groups is trying to 

be defined in new forms. All the old and new forms of religiosity are explicitly 

displayed and played out in contemporary Georgia. At the same time there are 

some hidden, or rather implicit practices. 
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