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(Summary) 

 

This empirical study presents the results of a field research in the town of 

Elena and other settlements around the ‘Yovkovtsi’ Dam. The content presents 

fragments of an interview with Sava Kovachev, one of the hydro-builders of the 

‘Yovkovtsi’ Dam. The proposed text includes our interlocutor’s memories about 

his first workday at the dam; brief descriptions of several submerged settlements 

(Yovkovtsi, Karadzhovtsi and Zingievtsi); an account of a particular case of 

resistance to the resettlement; memories of destroyed church, school and inn; 

evidences for the life of the dam builders with details about technological elements 

and processes of the construction, as well as for the everyday life of the builders; 

observations on the creation of landscapes for local dam tourism, developed by 

rediscovering and constructing a memory and a monument of Valchan Voivode 

above the ‘Yovkovtsi’ dam. 
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