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(Summary) 

 

The German population living in the Eastern European territories reached 

by the Red Army in 1944 was subjected to systematic cleansing. In Bulgaria, this 

process took place within an institutional framework and generated a substantial 

dialogue between the Soviet Control Commission, the Bulgarian State, and its 

German inhabitants. The study of this administrative dialogue reveals movements 

in the categorical repertoire created on institutional level in order to identify 

potential foreign enemies. Belonging of the so-called Germans to the national 

community was assessed through their religious, historical, social, or family 

affiliations. The heterogeneity of this population grouped from above reveals a 

strong social reality: the anti-German measures mainly affected individuals from 

mixed families, legally or ethnically related to the German world. This mixity 

appears to have been a problematic attribute for the ongoing administrative 

classification. The specificity of the category of intermarriage and its function 

multiplied the facets of this population and encompassed through the family 

institution the existing perceptions of what was an ‘enemy’ or a ‘friend’ of the new 

order. The classification of undesirable persons from mixed families generated 

unequal relations with the state, between locals and foreigners, between citizens 

and non-citizens, but also between women and men. By looking at the diversity of 

the studied group through the lens of identity representation analysis numerous 

questions related to the aspects of the complex social reality of the Bulgarian 

population at the end of World War II arise. 
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