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(Summary)

The article investigates contemporary labour migration of Bulgarians to
Italy. An important analytical instrument for drawing a complete picture of the
Bulgarian presence in the host country are the research perspectives: “from above,
generalized” or “close and detailed”. The sociocultural expressions of migration are
interpreted on the basis of in-depth interviews, in which sharing personal
experience is of major importance. The personal experience of different groups of
Bulgarian migrants is viewed as a source of information for the degree of their
integration and adaptation. Some comments are suggested on the peculiarities of
the communication between the interviewees and the researcher. The author
problematizes notions and images of the Bulgarians in Italy through the lens of
employment types and through auto and hetero stereotypes that are delineated in
interviews and free conversations. Another subject of attention are the questions
about the visibility of Bulgarian migrants in Italian society. The results of the study
demonstrate that the Bulgarians are well adapted to the living conditions in Italy.
At the same time, they do not always feel presented clearly enough in the host
society.

Keywords: labour migration; macro and micro perspective; foreigners;
cultural stereotypes

Vladimir Domozetski

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies
with Ethnographic Museum

Bl. 6 Acad. Georgi Bonchev St.

1113 Sofia, BULGARIA
domozetski@gmail.com



