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(Summary)

The article studies the role of the musician in Alevi-Bektashi culture in the
region of Kardzhali, Southern Bulgaria. The musician in that culture performs
simultaneously religious, social and artistic roles. He is a figure whose qualities
allow the researcher to associate him with the cultural type of the epic musician.
His non-professional but specialized activity is presented from an insider’s
viewpoint detailing the specific characteristics of that activity, the approaches
applied in the process of training in it, through the qualitative evaluation of the
musicians and the differences in their performance manners. The author presents
the biographical trajectory and the performance style of a contemporary young
Bektashi musician from the region in order to depict his portrait. The interaction
between his outstanding talent and his strong religious devotion define his complex
development as a musician and a member of the Heterodox Muslim community.
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