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(Summary)

In the thirteenth century, in the calendar of the Catholic Church, a special
day is established to honour the Holy Communion — the bread and the wine, turned
into the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. The feast is celebrated everywhere
in the Catholic world with a solemn liturgy and a procession. The article presents in
a comparative perspective fieldwork observations and documentation of this
Catholic feast in two villages in Bulgaria and in Poland: the village of Oresh,
Svishtov region (in 1995 and 2015) and the village of Ztakow Koscielny, Lowicz
district, £.0dZ voivodeship (in 2016). The author outlines the specific characteristics
in performing of the feast in the two communities (Corpus Christi in Oresh; Boze
Ciato in Ztakéw Koscielny), conditioned by differences in the confessional and
cultural history as well as by different conditions of practicing the religious
traditions.

The comparative study shows the significance of local identity, expressed
through elements of inherited traditional culture. For the Bulgarian Catholics,
cultural identity is affirmed mainly through their religious affiliation, which is
different from the official Orthodox religion, predominant in the country. The
revival of the festive Catholic processions in modern times is an expression of the
desire for a sustainable connection with the restored family and community
confessional tradition. An essential expression of the local specificity in the
religious festivity of the inhabitants of the Polish village is the adherence to
traditional elements of the folklore culture, which have cultivated the local
religious tradition.
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