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(Summary) 

 

The article results from fieldwork research and presents three forms of 

charitable activity in the town of Smolyan, which take place in three institutions: 1. 

A secondary school in Smolyan, 2. An emblematic Christian temple in the city, and 

3. An organization with a non-governmental profile – all three with the 

involvement and participation of children/ pupils/ youth. The choice to study these 

charitable activities within the Cultural Heritage, National Memory and Social 

Development National Research Programme was inspired by the need to document 

these events. They have already existed for several years and deserve promotion 

and validation because of their high educational and civic purpose. Additionally, 

valuable messages could be found in these activities from the period of the 

Bulgarian Renaissance – a complicated transitional time similar to the present, 

when young people became citizens through the suggestions of public charitable 

and donor formats. 

 

Keywords: charity; gift-giving; children; youth; cultural memory; 

ethnopedagogy 

 

 

 

Elya Tzaneva 

Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies 

with Ethnographic Museum 

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

Bl. 6 Acad. Georgi Bonchev St. 

1113 Sofia, BULGARIA 

etzaneva@gmail.com 

 


