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(Summary) 

 

The türbe of Elmalı baba in the village of Bivolyane is probably the most 

visited by the Heterodox Muslim Turks place of pilgrimage in Eastern Rhodopi 

Mountains in Bulgaria. Nevertheless, there is no information about a narrative 

dedicated to the worship of the saints there. Most probably the reason for that is 

connected to two traumatic events: the closing of the türbe by Sultan Mahmud II in 

1826 and the forceful change of the names of the Turks in Bulgaria in 1984–1985. 

The article offers a hypothesis explaining the existence of an extremely rare co-

presence of six (considered male) and one (worshiped as female) graves, which 

have appeared in the period between these two traumatic moments 
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