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(Summary)

Asserting for decades on end its status of a focal point of the (social and)
cultural life of (predominantly small) communities, the institution of the Bulgarian
chitalishte in its more than a century existence has gradually but firmly accepted
and realized its functions related to the transmission of the local culture. The text
develops the discourse about the chitalishte as “memory” as well as a a “generator”
of local culture, closely related to its institutional status based on community
unification.
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