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(Summary)

The article is dedicated to the folklore singing of the Gagauzs in
Eastern Thrace. The authors analyze primarily archival and published material
from the early twentieth century war period and the following displacement of
large groups of populations, which raises the question of their cultural traditions
and specifics. The songs are used as a source allowing the outlining of a number of
specific characteristics of the ethnic and cultural identity of the Gagauzs. Special
attention is paid to bilingualism in some records and its ritual functions. The
article is reminiscent of Adela Peeva’s film “Whose is this song?”’. Undoubtedly it
will again show the development and the fate of the spiritual heritage from
the Ottoman period bequeathed to the later national societies and countries in
the Balkans, where the heritage (which was previously common) is “assigne”
and began to be felt “our” and “native” or, in other cases, is strongly rejected. The
aim of the article, however, is to show that this initial space was not always so
common and open and that the relationships in it (respectively in the culture in
general) depended on local developments, different situations and participants. At
least in terms of knowledge about the various cultures and traditions on the
Balkans, together with the question “Whose is this song?” goes the question
“Whose song is the best?”. That is, except the origin of the songs, which in many
cases is common, it is also important to understand it, to know how it is valorized
and constantly acknowledged.
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